
Allerdale Borough Council

Council - 25 July 2018

Community Governance Review Petition

The Reason for the Decision A petition has been received requesting 
that Allerdale Borough Council carries 
out a Community Governance Review 
into the establishment of a separate 
parish council for the Moorclose ward 
area.

Summary of options considered To determine what action, if any, is to be 
taken in response to the petition.

Recommendations That Council considers each of the three 
options set out at paragraph 2.3 and 
determines which course of action it 
wishes to take.

If Council resolves to approve Option B 
then Terms of Reference for the review 
must be agreed before work can 
commence; draft Terms of Reference are 
set out at Appendix A. It is proposed that 
the review is undertaken by the existing 
Workington CGR Working Group with 
final recommendations being submitted 
to Council for approval. 

If Council resolves to approve Option C 
then the Terms of Reference for the 
Workington Community Governance 
Review, as set out at Appendix B to the 
report, must be amended to include the 
Moorclose Parish option.

Financial /  Resource Implications There will be some financial implications 
associated with the public engagement 
work involved in a Community 
Governance Review and with the cost of 
running a number of working group 
meetings.

Legal / Governance Implications Implications for electoral administration 
of the parish.

Community Safety Implications None



Health and Safety and Risk 
Management Implications

None

Equality Duty considered / Impact 
Assessment completed

N/A

Wards Affected Workington Moorclose ward

Is this a Key Decision No

Portfolio Holder Councillor Joan Ellis

Lead Officer Lindsay Tomlinson
Electoral Services Manager

lindsay.tomlinson@allerdale.gov.uk

Report Implications

Community Safety N Financial Y
Legal Y Partnership N
Social Inclusion N Asset Management N
Equality Duty N Health and Safety N
Employment (internal) N Employment 

(external to the Council)
N

Background Papers

 Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007
 LGBCE Guidance on Community Governance Reviews

1.0 The Petition

1.1 On 16 May 2018 a petition was received requesting a Community 
Governance Review of the Moorclose ward of Workington. The petition was 
signed by 358 residents of the Moorclose ward.  

1.2 Section 80(3) of the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 
2007 (The Act) provides that for such a petition to be valid, where the local 
government electorate figure is 2,500 or more it must be signed by 10% of 
those electors. The local government electorate of the Moorclose ward on the 
date the petition was submitted was 3,394 therefore 339 signatures were 
required. In addition the petition must clearly set out the area to be reviewed, 
the recommendations that the community governance review is to consider 
and the area of any new parish council proposed. 



1.3 Checking of the petition against the electoral register has shown that 346 of 
the signatories were valid local government electors on the relevant date. The 
title and description of the petition clearly set out that the area to be reviewed 
is the Moorclose ward area, and that the CGR is requested to look at setting 
up a parish council for that area. Therefore the petition has been determined 
to be valid. 

2.0 The Options

2.1 Section 85 (4) of The Act states that where the principal council is already 
undertaking a community governance review of part of the council’s area and 
the petition relates to part of that area (and is not wholly outside the area 
under review) then it is for the Council to decide what action, if any, to take 
under Section 82 (power to undertake a review) or Section 81(4)(b) (power to 
modify terms of review) in response to the petition. 

2.2 In November 2017 Council agreed to undertake a Community Governance 
Review of the Workington Town Council area. This review has now completed 
the first stage of consultation on the boundaries and council size. Stage two is 
due to complete in August 2018. The area that the petition refers to is wholly 
within the area already under review. 

2.3 The Act therefore gives Council three options in this case:

Option A  Take no action in response to the petition

Option B  Undertake a separate Community Governance Review of the    
Moorclose ward area, specifically the question of establishing a 
separate parish council for the area

Option C  Modify the terms of reference of the current Community     
Governance Review of Workington to allow the Working Group 
to undertake a consultation on the proposal to establish a 
separate parish council for the area alongside the stage 2 
consultation 

3.0 Finance/Resource Implications

3.1 The duty to carry out a Community Governance Review and to bear the 
associated costs rests with Allerdale Borough Council as the principal 
authority. The costs will mainly arise from the public consultation events and 
from the running of a number of working group meetings. 

4.0 Legal Implications and Risks

4.1 The procedure for conducting a Community Governance Review is set out in 
legislation. Appropriate guidance and advice will be sought at all stages to 
ensure compliance with the statutory requirements. 



5.0 Recommendations

5.1 That Council considers each of the three options set out at paragraph 2.3 and 
determines which course of action it wishes to take.

5.2 If Council resolves to approve Option B then Terms of Reference for the 
review must be agreed before work can commence; draft Terms of Reference 
are set out at Appendix A. It is proposed that the review is undertaken by the 
existing Workington CGR Working Group with final recommendations being 
submitted to Council for approval. 

5.3 If Council resolves to approve Option C then the Terms of Reference for the 
Workington Community Governance Review, as set out at Appendix B to the 
report, must be amended to include the Moorclose Parish option. 

Lindsay Tomlinson
Electoral Services Manager


